By Special Correspondent

ITANAGAR, Mar 12: The

Arunachal Pradesh T
Operators Assoc :
(APTOA) in collaboration’
with the Indian Rafting
Foundation (IRF) and the
state tourism department will

conduct the 7" National

Rafting Championship in

-the majestic Siang river from

March28-April 4 next, .

Fifteen teams from 1 vanous
states including host
Arunachal Pradesh will par-
ticipate in the adventure
‘event with Arunachal Front
as the media partner, accord-

ing to APTOA preadent‘ :

John Panya.
Besides the Army’s na-

tional rafting team, repre- |

senting its adventure wing,

teams from the Indian Air- |

Force, the ITBP, the BSE. the .
SSB, Uttarakhand, .
: Karnataka MLRC, Sikkim,

Jammu & Kashmir, T&K po—' -

' lice, Punjab and Haryana v will

roar down the; challengmg 3

rapids in the elght-day-
event, sponsored by umon
tounsmmmrstry !

Brahmaputra Descent - the
descent of a 180-km
stretch of the Brahmaputra
‘or Siang, the first non-mili-

tary expedition on the river
and the first commercial

foray in November 2002,
\Wwhile commemorating the

Indla was put on the m-- :

ARUNACHAL FRONT
MARCH 13,2010

"Internauonal Year of Eco Tour-

1 ISI'ﬂ

16 to 24 for the Arunachal team will
be orgamzcd at Pasighat on March
- 16 next with Glenn Merrick an expert

s

coach, said tourism secretary

Bandhana Deori, who will flag off the
camp and conduct the reconnais-
sance trip with the techmcal expert.

- The 103 members will be living in

a tented—vﬂlage and enjoy the local
 hospitality and cuisines, part of ru-

ral tourism promotion, Deorr said..

g y G
Gen (Retd) JJ Singh on Apnl
Situated on the banks of S:ang,

- Yingkiong in Uppchrang and Dite
Dime in East Siang will be the ven-

ues from where the teams will tussle
out in four river rafting disciplines,

including canoe sprint, canoe sla-
lom, head-to-head and marathon, are

A preparatory camp from March ;

‘ WhﬂcML \ Aloleang wrll flag
" off the eve i :

the far

’iang to host
14} raftmg c’ship

pIanned for the competition.

The sprint and head-to-head par-
allel sprint will be held near Yingkiong
on April 1, slalom rounds at Dite

‘Dime onApril 2, while the down river
_race (mara‘thon) would be held be-

tween Yingkiong and Karko onApril
3 and friendship run the next day.
“Ifthe rivers of Arunachal Pradesh

- can be exploited like the rivers of
- Uttarakhand and Ladakh, adventure
tourism would flourish generating

employment‘ avenues for local

“youths,” says Nino Dai, executive

member of APTOA and partner of
Rwerlngta
téthmaputra emers Incha in

Pradesh after traveling hundreds of

~ miles across Tibet as the Tsangpo

from its birthplace near the holy lake
of Mansarovar. The Tsangpo is at

its worst just before it enters India

at Gelling. An incredible flow of 2
million cubic feet per second slices

eastern state of Arunachal

through a fabled gorge sec-

tion called the “Big Bend,”
dropping about 150 ft per
mile. At the border, the fury
of the Tsangpo, descending
from the eastern Himalayas,
is controlled but no less po-

tent. This formidable force

is now called the Siang, rated
among the top five free-flow-
ing rivers of the world for
rafting and kayaking..

- The Brahmaputra was |

documented for a 52 min film'
for National Geographic So-
ciety (NGS), and covered

extensively by Paddler

magazine, the New York
Times, Action Asia, Outlook
Traveller and several other

‘international publications.

After Roland Stevenson
traveled to the Siang in the
fall of 2005, RiverIndia.com,
now an award-winning Hi-
malayan travel company,
was started to encourage
culturally-immersive
whitewater  rafting,
kayaking, and fishing expe-
ditions that emphasize the

. ecological protection of the

rivers. With the company’s
efforts in November 2007,
the, NGS selected
At;ilaterra Adventures on
its list of the world’s best
adventure travel outfitters

in the first Authoritative .

Rating of Adventure Tour
Operators, selected and

conducted in a global sur-

vey of adventure travel

outfitters.




